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Local Affiliated Clubs
• Chinese Swimming Club • Changi Beach Club • Sembawang Country Club • SAF Yacht Club • Changi Sailing Club
Please check affiliation details with the respective club’s reception.

Important Date for Lady Changians

Please make a date with us on Sunday 13 July 2014 
at 2pm at the Creek Room as it is our 36th Ladies 
Sub-committee AGM. 

A new Ladies Sub-committee will be elected to hold 
office for a new term for 2014-2016.  Nomination 
closes on Sunday 6 July at 2pm. 

Please be cordially invited to attend the AGM.   

Vote for your new team.  Your votes are P&C.   Every 
vote counts.   

Linda Tai
Hon Secretary
Ladies Sub-Committee

AUGUST 2014

2 Sat General Play am/pm

3 Sun 7th Month Festival - General Play am/pm

SGA League OCC vs CGC at JCC

9 Sat General Play - PH National Day am/pm

10 Sun General Play am/pm

16 Sat General Play am/pm

17 Sun General Play am/pm

SGA League KEP vs CGC at RCC

23 Sat General Play am/pm

24 Sun Ladies Medal am

Monthly Medal - Men am/pm

28 Thu SSGL Game - Course Close am/pm

30 Sat General Play am/pm

31 Sun SGA League WGCC vs CGC at OCC

General Play am/pm

Editor’s Column

Changi Open 2014

Once again, it is indeed heartening to see our 
Changi Open 2014 completed smoothly in 
the last weekend of June 2014 without any 
hiccups. Thanks to the painstaking efforts of 
the Organising Committee, helmed by Mr Foo 
Hee Peng, the co-ordination by his team, the 
Greens Sub-Committee, Management and 
staff, all contributed towards the success of this 
event. To our sponsors, much gratitude goes to 
them for their unfailing support and for donating 
generously to the occasion as well as to all 
golfers who signed up for the game.    

A note-worthy point was that everyone 
participated in this event with passion for our 
club, the game as well as compassion for other 
fellow beings as part of the proceeds collected 
through this premier event goes to help the needy 
and under-privilege in our 4 adopted charities. It 
is altogether a fulfilling activity as these charities 

which receive our donation deserve every inch of 
it for all the good work that they have done.

JULY 2014

5 Sat Sponsors’ Day am/pm

6 Sun SGA League NSRCC vs SEL CC at CGC - Course Closed am

SEN GC vs CGC at LNGCC 

General Play pm

12 Sat General Play am/pm

13 Sun Ladies Medal am

Monthly Medal - Men am/pm

19 Sat General Play am/pm

20 Sun General Play am/pm

SGA League CGC vs JCC at Keppel

26 Sat General Play am/pm

27 Sun General Play am/pm

28 Mon General Play - PH HARI RAYA PUASA am/pm

F & B Updates

ONE FOR THE ROAD or SATU EMPAT JALAN 

Two 70 cl Johnny Walker Black Label 12 years with four 
bottles of soda mixture for $150.00. 

Offer good while stocks last. Please drink responsibly.

MORE SEVERE PENALTIES 
FOR WITHDRAWAL OF 
HANDICAP INDEX

After consultation with other Singapore golf clubs, and 
in compliance with Changi Bye-laws 4.7.1 and 5.1.1, the 
Handicap Sub-Committee has decided to impose a more 
severe penalty for members who have had their handicap 
index withdrawn.

The penalty will be the withdrawal 
of playing facilities for social and 
tournament golf for a period of not 
less than one (1) month.

No date has been agreed yet for 
the implementation of this decision 
but this is to give members prior 
warning to ensure that they submit 
scorecards immediately following 
their round of golf.

HANDICAP SUB-COMMITTEE.
JULY 1 2014.

Around the Greens 

Hole-in-One

Hitting a tee shot and seeing the projectile 
disappearing into the bottom of the cup with one 
single swing is an accomplishment all golfers aspire 
to. It is every golfer’s dream to score a hole-in-one, 
ever more so during a premier event as there is a 
chance to walk away with a pricey prize such as a 
BMW or a Mercedes or perhaps a stack of handy 
cash!

While a hole-in-one is not a common occurrence, 
particularly for amateur golfers who typically do not 
have the pinpoint accuracy as compared to a Pro, it 
is not impossible. While the internet provides some 
information, most of the quoted odds for an amateur 
hitting a hole-in-one varied widely ranging from 
10,000 to 1 all the way to 100,000 to 1. To quote 
a Golf Digest report, “One insurance company puts 
an amateur’s chance at 1 in 12,750”. No wonder I 
have yet to achieve my hole-in-one. Assuming I play 
a round every day, it seems it would take me up to 34 
years to achieve this. I probably never will unless my 
lucky star happened to shine at that needed moment.

Achieving a hole-in-one is rare but at some point, 
we will hear a tale of 2 players achieving their 
aces on the same day in the same event. This was 
exactly what happened in Changi in June. No, it did 
not occur during the Changi Open 2014. We have 
had 2 Changians making their aces during last 
monthly medal on Sun 15 June 2014 which was two 
Sundays before the Open. Remarkably, the chances 
of 2 players getting their hole-in-one on the same 
day in the same event are incredibly slim at roughly 
32,000 to 1!   

Source : Internet research

Yeah… maybe the case…but come on!  You have 
got to be REALLY on the good side of Lady Luck 
and her best friend ever.

So what we have here is a result that sheds doubts 
on the scoring process and somewhat throws a 
bad light on the golfer….unfortunately.  Perhaps 
this could be the alarm clock that wakes us all 
up, to come back to what the game is all about – 
integrity and gentlemanly-ness (no offense to the 
ladies…but they did not quite invent an asexual 
word for this yet).  

Meantime, I am still a little embarrassed of this 
situation and have a little butterfly in the tummy 
that tells me the same doubts are shared by our 
guests and sponsors.  Maybe I shall wear a neck 
brace for the time being to keep my head up.

OB Blog

Musings of The Struggling Golfer

Another great season has come and gone for 
Changi Golf Club.

The club has been in one big buzz after another 
since April 2014.  New committee members, re-
surfaced greens…..and Changi Open 2014.

What an event!.....whoo hoo.

I must say I am superiorly impressed by the work 
year-in, year-out to get this event going.  Think 
about it.  With a small club like ours, it’s tough to 
get such an event going on a level that makes the 
effort worth the while.

And yet, the team trudged on.  Somehow, some 
way, the event continues to deliver new revenues 
to the club and still some for the charities that we 
support.

For any of you out there who has never, ever 
organize such a scale of event, please don’t 
marginalize the efforts.  It is a gargantuan-level 
of work for everyone.  From President kicking all 
his kakis to join, to our club executive hounding 
un-suspecting golfers at the clubhouse (happily 
lunching away…until).

It’s all good - such events bring prestige to any 
club.  They present the best face of the golf club 
to the members, to guests & sponsors. It is what 
the spirit of golf is about – striving to play that best 
game you have ever had.  Trying to beating the 100 
other players on the field and finally coming back 
to the 19th hole for a quaff of beer and a gulp of 
whiskey.  

Competitors on the field….friends in the cups.  
What a sport!

Compared to the World Cup with its kicks, punches, 
elbows, red cards (and all that spitting! Yucks!), the 
sport that is golf, is truly one for the enlightened.  
(well I am a bit bias here really).

At least, that was how I was feeling about CO 
2014....until I saw the results.  OMG, I fell off my 
chair first.  

Then after a few more looks to confirm the results, 
I just wanted to crawl away and bury my head in 
the ground.  

When I said “best game you have ever had”…..I 
really meant “with …genuine effort and integrity”

I know we sometimes have a really great day.  But 
going from regular Sunday golfer to professional 
standards is not quite how this game works. Of 
course it could also mean 18 holes of extreme luck.  



TINY TRUTH
When you are in the light, everything follows 

you, but when you enter in the dark, even your 
own shadow doesn’t follow you.

Overall Winner CH Out In Total
Frank Loh 13 22 19 41  OCB

A Division CH Out In Total 
1 Patrick Chng 7 18 22 40
2 Chan Hee Mun 10 19 20 39
3 Wee Chew Kwang 14 18 19 37

Ball Sweep (Out) CH Out In Total  
Tie 1 Frank Loh, Jeffrey  Tan  22
Tie 3 Chan Hee Mun, Ng Choh Lian, 19
      Gordan S.K. Tay

Ball Sweep (In) CH Out In Total
1 Patrick Chng   22
2 Chan Hee Mun   20
Tie 3  S.T. Quek, Frank Loh,   19
         Wee Chew Kwang

B Division CH Out In Total 
1 Steven Soh 17 23 18 41
2 Ow Chung Kin 17 18 17 35  OCB

3 Roy Chung 16 18 17 35

Ball Sweep (Out) CH Out In Total 
1 Steven Soh  23
2 Ho Nee Yong  19
Tie 3  Roy Chung, Alex Liu,  18
         Ow Chung Kin, Philip B.S. Tan

Ball Sweep (In) CH Out In Total 
1 Winson Chan   20
Tie 2  Steven Soh, Alex Liu, Alan SM. Lim 18

A   CH Out In Total
1 Chum Tun Jang 12 21 21 42
2 Leo Sung Hoon 10 22 20 42
3 Peter Chen 14 21 20 41
4 Tan Meng Wah, Jeffrey 12 23 18 41

B   CH Out In Total 
1 Foo Hee Peng 18 17 25 42
2 Yeo Piah Chuan 17 21 21 42
3 Loh Har Frank 16 20 20 40
4 Pak Gek Kwee, Derek 16 22 18 40

C   CH Out In Total
1 Soh Chai Hwa, Steven 21 27 24 51
2 Seow Jun Hao, David 22 19 24 43
3 Fok Pak Chuen 24 22 21 43
4 Paul Singh 24 23 20 43

   CH Out In Total
1 Kathy Lim 35 26 23 49
2 Chan Hee Mun 13 24 20 44
3 T.S. Cheong 24 20 22 42
4 Fong Heng Boo 21 22 19 41
5 Wang Kah Hong 22 22 19 41

A Division CH Out In Total 
Nancy Ng 14 16 16 32  OCB

Ball Sweep (Out) CH Out In Total  
Karen Teo  19 

Ball Sweep (In) CH Out In Total
Nancy Ng   16

B Division CH Out In Total 
Seet Mui Choo 21 18 15 33

Ball Sweep (Out) CH Out In Total 
Seet Mui Choo  18

Ball Sweep (In) CH Out In Total 
Diana Lim   16

Monthly Medal A & B Division (Men)
Sunday 15th June 2014

Stableford

Changi Open 2014
 Saturday 28th / Sunday 29th June 2014

Individual - Stableford

Sponsors’ Day 2014
Saturday 5 July 2014
Individual - Stableford

Monthly Medal (Ladies)
Sunday 15th June 2014

Stableford

Seeing green every day at the course I am not sure if 
my eyesight had started to fail me. The Changi greens 
used to be all green and true. Last April a few greens 
were stricken with brown and black. The damaged 
Bermuda Tifdwarf turf was dug out and replaced 
with Zoysia Tenuifolia, a drought-resistant lawn grass 
(Bermuda is not easily available nowadays). After 
the planted greens were established, the golfers 
were singing praises loud and clear as Boney M’s 
“By the rivers of Babylon”. Alas all good things must 
come to an end. The brown and black patches were 
back again in May this year. I will tell you why. To 
a layman like me, grass is grass. To an expert or 
botanist, cultivating grass is a science. True lies do 
not lie. I vouch that my late kampong gardener has 
more knowledge of grass than many club officials 
and course maintenance staff. A grass man must 
understand the characteristics of the grass - its 
blades, sun light, soil physics, enemies, water intake, 
mowing height, roots, nutrients and what have you. 

Some of our greens have a mix of Zoysia and 
Bermuda turf grass. The Bermuda and the Zoysia has 
differing characteristics.  The Bermuda has a little 
lower herbicide tolerance and recovers somewhat 
slower from injury. Therefore application of fertilizers 
has to be carefully applied. When it comes to mowing 
the composite greens, Bermuda cannot be mowed 

Bits & Pieces from the Club Manager’s Desk

Passion-driven, since 1988

A Patchy Start

Reclining on my weather-beaten leather chair, yes my 
chair and not the club’s, I switched on my gadget-
filled hand phone and was greeted by the husky 
voice of Tom Jones belting out the “Green green 
grass of home”. This is one popular tea dance song 
for those who were gyrating in their teen years during 
the sixties. Tea dance? Well, that’s another story.

The colour green is supposed to fortify the eyes 
with better vision if you follow a cultured practice 
of gazing at all things green for a few minutes every 
day.  I wonder whether the cows, sheep and goats 
have 6/6 vision.  I must credit my late mother for 
being a visionary. Like all great mothers, she would 
boil herbal soup with Chinese wolfberries or gou ji zi 
for the family. The soup was touted as a supplement 
for improving eyesight especially if poor eyesight 
is caused by malnutrition, vessel expansion and 
inflammation.  Despite the forced consumption, I 
was not able to compete with Superman’s x-ray 
vision.  She also boiled gou ji zi with pig’s brain, a 
delicacy which entails a lot of patience plucking out 
the slimy blood vessels. This concoction, I was told, 
is nutritious for the human brain. If only pigs can fly.

shorter than 0.4mm whereas  Zoysia can take a low 
cut height of 0.35mm.  The taller the grass height the 
slower will be the green speed.  

When we take grass from another source we must 
be prepared for contamination of a foreign soil.  
Most turf grass requires high water consumption 
and continual upkeep to keep the greens surface 
moist, even after a short shower.  We lack a proper 
water treatment facility and compromised water 
quality with non-portable water such as rain water 
and ground water for the irrigation. Over the years 
our generic turf grass are used to a high tolerance 
of non-portable water that may sometimes be toxic 
and being near to the coast our ground channels 
are opened to sea water intrusion on high tide days. 
Keeping grass healthy is a much better option than 
curing diseases or treating symptoms.

Wow, hopefully by now we can be grass experts 
and ask our greens maintenance boys to take their 
well earned annual leaves.

Yet you may still ask why yesterday’s green green 
grass is doomed to wilt today? To wriggle out of this 
question I will simply quote a wise Buddhist saying 
“All things are not permanent”.  Not an enlightening 
answer.  The good answer is that our greens need 
to be replanted with a single species of grass from 
a certified source and the best source of them all is 
from a nursery of our own. The grass is not always 
greener on the other side.  All golf courses have 
a cyclical and scheduled maintenance program in 
place.  All golf courses face similar turf problems 
with the workers having difficulties explaining the 
problems to the club’s officials.  

We have planned for the greens’ upgrading. Notice 
the practice putting green’s grass? This is the 
Supreme Puspalum, one of the species from the 
Puspalum family. The Bermuda turf grass was 
replaced to test out the Puspalum turf grass and it 
has taken time, sun and rain, and tender loving care 
for the turf to mature. 

Today, golf course architects, contractors and 
superintendents are getting the nod from course 
owners to plant greens with the Puspalum turf 
grass.

Let me share a little secret of what can/will happen 
at Changi. A local golf course, affected by the 
land acquisitions is relaying its course layouts and 
access greens turf grass is being offered free to 
Changi. We are still the poorer cousins after all these 
years.  If the handout materialized the uprooted 
turf will be used to overhaul all our greens. If all 
goes well as planned (notice I used many IFs), work 

CHANGI GOLF CLUB
CHANGI CUP 

INDIVIDUAL MATCH-PLAY CHAMPIONSHIP 2014

Champion
KUAY JOO KOON

Runner-Up
CHUM TUN JANG

Third
GURDIP SINGH

ROSE BOWL CHAMPIONSHIP 2014

Champion
KATHELENE RAPPA

Runner-Up
KAREN TEO

will commence this late July and at least one new 
green can open for play, come September 2014. 
The new green will be a showcase of the Puspalum 
turf grass and pending any pitfall, all the eleven 
greens’ conditions should be turning around for the 
better, this time next year.  Does it sounded well?  
The trade off is that members must bear some 
inconvenience with the temporary greens and club 
must fork out money for the upgrading. Changi is a 
golf club and the course must look pretty and good 
most of the time. Remember this is a little secret. 
Don’t sing and tell.

Thank you to Lady Vice Captain Angela Tay for 
donating two new iron-wrought benches. The 
benches are placed at the starter’s waiting area. 
And please do not litter the floor with cigarette 
butts. 

SGA League 7th Leg Results
CGC 8pts  Sentosa 7pts

It was a hard fought game, played at the Laguna 
National World’s Classic Course on Sunday 6 
July 2014. Congratulations to Team Changi for 
the superb performance which impressed our 
President and Vice President who were on site to 
cheer the Team on.

A similar razor-thin victory was won by Seletar 
(8pts) over NSRCC (7pts) at CGC.

There are still five more SGA League games to 
go before the 2014 season is over and if we can 
overturn the points CGC should be in an enviable 
position. 

VALET DRIVE HOME SERVICE 
IS NOW AVAILABLE.

Check details at the Club.

From 10pm – 3am


